The Importance of Roof Underlayment

When installing a new roof, the choice of materials often focuses on shingles, tiles, or
other visible elements. However, a critical component that works behind the scenes to
protect your home is roof underlayment.

What is Roof Underlayment?

Roof underlayment is a protective layer installed directly onto the roof deck, beneath the
primary roofing material (such as shingles, tiles, or metal). It acts as a secondary barrier
against the elements, providing an additional layer of defense for your home.

There are three main types of underlayment commonly used:

1. Asphalt-Saturated Felt: A traditional option, often referred to as "felt paper,"
made of organic or fiberglass material saturated with asphailt.

2. Synthetic Underlayment: A modern, lightweight option made from
polypropylene or polyethylene, offering superior durability and moisture
resistance.

3. Rubberized Asphalt: A premium choice with self-adhering properties and a high
degree of water resistance, often used in areas prone to severe weather or leaks.

Why is Roof Underlayment Important?

1. Weather Protection
o The underlayment serves as a backup layer of defense if the primary
roofing material is compromised, such as during storms, high winds, or
hail.
o It prevents water from seeping into the roof deck, which can cause rot,
mold, and structural damage.
2. Moisture Barrier
o It acts as a shield against moisture buildup, especially in regions with
heavy rainfall, ice dams, or snow accumulation.
o Certain underlayments are designed to resist vapor and help prevent
condensation beneath the roof.
3. Wind Resistance
o During severe winds, roofing materials can be lifted or damaged, exposing
the roof deck. Underlayment provides an added layer of protection in
these situations.



SN

. Fire Resistance
o Some types of underlayment, such as those used with tile or metal
roofing, provide additional fire resistance, enhancing the safety of your
home.
5. Extends Roof Lifespan
o By protecting the roof deck from damage, underlayment helps maintain
the structural integrity of your roof, prolonging its overall lifespan.
. Compliance with Building Codes
o In many areas, underlayment is a requirement under local building codes
to meet safety and performance standards.
7. Enhanced Aesthetic and Performance of Roofing Materials
o It provides a smoother surface for shingles or tiles, ensuring they lay flat
and function properly.
o Certain underlayments reduce the risk of unevenness or wrinkling in the
roof’s appearance.
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When is Roof Underlayment Especially Crucial?

e Steep Roofs: Water flows more quickly on steep roofs, increasing the risk of
infiltration.

e Flat or Low-Slope Roofs: These roofs are more susceptible to pooling water,
requiring extra waterproofing.

e Severe Weather Areas: Homes in regions prone to hurricanes, heavy rains, or
snowstorms benefit greatly from durable underlayment.

e Cold Climates: Ice dams can form in colder climates, and underlayment helps
prevent water damage caused by melting ice.

How to Choose the Right Underlayment
When selecting an underlayment, consider:

1. Climate: In rainy or snowy areas, a moisture-resistant or waterproof option may
be ideal.

2. Roofing Material: Ensure compatibility with your chosen roofing material. For
example, metal roofs may benefit from a synthetic underlayment due to its
durability.

3. Budget: While premium options like rubberized asphalt offer excellent protection,
synthetic underlayment often provides a balance of cost and performance.



4. Local Building Codes: Ensure compliance with regulations in your area.

The Role of Your Contractor

A knowledgeable contractor will:

e Help you select the best underlayment for your home based on your roofing

material, local climate, and budget.
e Ensure proper installation to maximize the underlayment’s effectiveness.

Final Thoughts

Though hidden beneath the surface, roof underlayment is a vital component of a
well-functioning roofing system. It offers peace of mind by acting as a safety net against
water, wind, and other environmental factors. When investing in a new roof, make sure
your contractor discusses the underlayment options to ensure your home has the

protection it needs for years to come.



